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ORDER

This petition has been filed by Punjab State Power Corporation Limited (PSPCL). It is stated  in the petition that earnest money for feasibility clearance for  release of  load/connection was deposited by 10 applicants mentioned in Annexure A to the petition on different dates during the period from 24.10.2008 to 1.6.2009, but feasibility clearance could be given after 17.6.2010 when it became technically feasible to release the load after installation of additional 20 MVA, 66/11 KV transformer at 66 KV Substation Focal Point, Jalandhar. It is further stated that during the intervening period, 46 other applicants (mentioned in Annexure B to the petition) got their A&A forms directly registered for connection/extension in load since their  load requirement was less than/upto 500 KW/500 KVA. It is also stated that since capacity of the additional transformer of 20 MVA installed at 66 KV Substation Focal Point Jalandhar could cater only 20 MVA load and as per clause 10 of the Conditions of Supply, all the consumers (having load  upto 2500 KVA) were to be kept in the same queue No.3 for processing their applications for issue of demand notice/release of connection. Therefore 10 applicants mentioned in Annexure A to the petition, who had although registered their requisitions prior to the submission of A&A Forms by the other 46 applicants mentioned in Annexure B of the petition became junior as they could register their A&A Forms only after the feasibility clearance was accorded to them. It is prayed in the petition that permission may be granted to issue demand notice to 10 applicants mentioned in Annexure A of the petition prior to issuance of demand notices to applicants mentioned in Annexure B..


Reg.No. 5.5 and 5.6 of  Punjab State Electricity Regulatory Commission (Electricity Supply Code and Related Matters) Regulations, 2007 (Supply Code) read as under:-

5.5
Where new or additional load/demand exceeds 500 KW/500 KVA, the applicant will first obtain feasibility clearance in the prescribed requisition form after payment of earnest money specified by the Licensee. The applicant will also intimate the proposed commissioning schedule alongwith the requisition form. The requisition form will be available free of cost in the notified offices of the Licensee and on its website. The earnest money will not exceed 10% of initial security as specified in the Schedule of General Charges. 


5.6 
Feasibility clearance will be granted by the licensee within 30 days of the receipt of such a request. Where such clearance is likely to take more than 30 days, the licensee will, within 15 days of the receipt of an application, seek the approval of the Commission for extending the period in which the clearance would be granted. On its receipt the applicant may submit an application for adjusting the amount of earnest money towards initial security. 



In the event it is not technically feasible to release the demand/additional demand then the earnest money will be refunded in full without any interest. Where the demand/additional demand can not be released within the period stipulated in Regulation 6.3 or the time frame for its release does not match the commissioning schedule, the applicant may withdraw the request for feasibility clearance and seek refund of earnest money.  The Commission will thereafter decide whether or not earnest money is to be refunded. 



In view of Reg.5  &  6 of the Supply Code,  PSPCL should have issued feasibility clearance within 30 days subject to commissioning of planned additional/new transformer and alternatively PSPCL was required to seek approval of the Commission for extension of period for grant of feasibility clearance in these cases within 15 days of receipt of application for feasibility clearance. Admittedly PSPCL has not sought approval of the Commission for extension of the period. Ten applicants mentioned in Annexure A of the petition have also not been informed about the time to be taken for feasibility clearance.



The Commission observes that the Licensee has not followed the procedure and time schedule for issue of feasibility clearance envisaged in the 
Supply Code. The Commission also notes that had the correct procedure been followed, then the 10 applicants mentioned in Annexure A to the petition would have been senior to the 46 applicants mentioned in Annexure B to the petition. The Commission therefore decides to allow the petitioner to  treat the 10 applicants mentioned at Annexure A to the petition as senior to those mentioned  at Annexure B for issue of demand notice. The provisions of Supply Code and Conditions of Supply shall stand relaxed to this extent in this case.


The Commission further directs PSPCL to fix responsibility of officers who failed to take action as per provisions of Supply Code resulting in the present situation and to take disciplinary action against officers held responsible and intimate the Commission in this regard.
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